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6A. THE DISPENSATION OF GRACE: 

lb. The beginning: Day of Pentecost: 

Some teachings concerning the dispe·nsation of grace are introduced 
earlier in the ·Gospels, such as Christ's discourse (John 13-17). In 
some respects, John is the bridge between Law and Grace. 

2b. Scripture: Acts 1 through Rev. 3. 
(The Church is nowhere found after Rev. 3) 

3b. The state of man: 

~ 

le. This age has no specific covenant for man. 

2c. 

ld. Proof that there are no covenants for us: 

le. The Gentiles are strangersfrom the covenants of promise: 
Eph. 2:12 

2e. The covenants pertain to Israel: Rom. 9:4 

2d. Two covenants have specific, indirect relation to this age: 

le. The Abrahamic Covenant: 

lf. 

2f. 
3f. 

4f. 

Sf. 

2e. The 

lf. 
2f. 

3f. 
4£. 

It promises a blessing to all the families of the 
earth through the gospel which is based upon the seed, 
Christ: Gen. 12:4; Gal. 3:13-16. 
It was of grace, unconditional: Rom. 4:1-5. 
The imputation of righteousness is effected in all who 
believe in Jesus Christ: Rom. 4:24-25; Gal. 3:6-9; 
2 2, 2 Cor. 5 : 21. 
The unconditional covenant becomes a pattern for today. 
Abraham simply believed, so this saving grace is given 
to us: Rom. 4:23-24; Gal. 3:13-19, cf. Gen. 15:6 
Today is to be declared the period of the gospel of 
·His grace: Tit. 2:11 

New Covenant: 

It is promised to the nation Israel: Jer. 31:31-40 
This covenant announced in the 7th century B.C., is 
still in the future as far as Israel is concerned: 
Rom. 11: 25-33. 
This is an unconditional, gracious covenant. 
The basis of the New Covenant is the sacrifice of our 
Savior and the Church participates in the blessings 
of this new covenant: Matt. 26:26-30 "My blood of 
the new covenant." 

This age sees the ultimate display of God's grace: 

Id. This is not to say there was no grace in the O.T. under 
Law. The principal ways in which His grace was revealed are the 
following: 
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2d. 

le . 

2e. 

3e. 
4e. 

He revealed Himself as the faithful and sufficient God, 
as the object of faith unto salvation. Any revelation of 
God is pure grace. 
He initiated fellowship between Himself and man by means 
of covenants. 
He made provision for man's eternal salvation. 
He bestowed temporal favors on men. 

Christ brought a new period of grace: John I: 17 

17 For the law was given by 
· · Moses, bu.t a grace and l>tnJth 

came py Jesus Christ. 

le. Grace caine in Christ's person. 
2e. Our standing is in grace: 

Rom. 5:2 "wherein we stand" 
I Peter S: 12 "this is the true grace of God " 

3e. Ours is called the "dispensation of the grace of God" 
Eph. 3:2 

3c. This age has three groups of people in view: I Car. 10:32 

32 dGive none offence, neither 
to theJews,nor to the 'Gentiles, 
nor to /the church of God: 

Id. The Jews (nationally): 

2d. 

le. They are not cast away: Rom. 11:1 
2e. Blindness in part till the fulness of the Gentiles has 

come: Rom. 11:23-27 
3e. The Jews do not believe now but will obtain mercy: 

Rom. 11: 28-31 

The Gentiles: Eph. 2:11-13 

le. Without Christ 
2e. Aliens from Israel 
3e. Strangers from the covenants 
4e. Have no hope 
Se. Are without God 

II Wherefore remember, that 
ye being in time past Gentiles 
in the flesh, who are called 
Uncircumcision by that which 
is called 4 the Circumcision in 
the flesh made by hands ; 

12 bThat at that time ye were 
without Christ, cbeing aliens 
from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers from dthe . 
covenants of promise, ~having 
no hope, cand with:out God in 
the world: 

13 hBut now in Clirist Jesus ye 
who sometimes were 1far off are 
made nigh by the blood of Christ. 

3d. The Church: 

le. The Jews and Gentiles are on the same terms: 
Rom. 10:12--"neither Jew nor Greek, bond nor free, 

circumcision, Barbarian nor Scythian"-
Gal. 3: 28: 
Col. 3:11: 

2e. In contrast to the condition of the Gentiles, the 
believer sustai~s a special relationship: Eph. 2:13-22 
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is made nigh by the blood, v. 13 
is one new man, v. 15 
is in one body, v. 16 
has access by the Spirit, v. 18 
is a fellow citizen, v. 19 
belongs to the household of God, v. 19 
and is God's building, v. 21 

4c. This age goes far beyond the requirements of the Law: 

·~~¥ 

",j 

;; lt." .. '"'::. 

ld. 
2d. 
3d. 
4d. 
Sd. 
6d. 
7d. 
8d. 
9d. 

10d. 
lld. 

II Cor. 10:5 
I Pet. 2: 9 
Eph. 5:20 
I John 1:7 
Eph. 4:1-2 
Eph. 5:2 
Gal. 5:16023 
Eph. 4:17-32 
I Thess. 5:19 
Col. 3: 1-17 
Phil. 2:5 

"casting down imaginations" 
"show forth the virtues" 
"giving thanks always for all things" 
"walk in light" 
"walk worthy" 
"walk in love" 
"walk in the Spirit" 
"grieve not the Spirit" 
"quench not the Spirit" 

"let this mind be in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus" 

Sc. This age has laws but not the Law: 

ld. The names of this system of laws: 

le. "the perfect law of liberty" (Jas. 1:25) 
2e. "the royal law" (Jas. 2:8) 
3e. "the law of Christ" (Gal. 6: 2) 
4e. "the law of the spirit of life" (Rom. 8:2) 

2d. The nature of these laws: 

The Law of Christ is a definite code containing hundreds of 
specific commandments. Freedom from the Mosaic Law is not 
lawlessness or license. The Apostle Paul wrote, "being not 
without law to God, but under the law to Christ'' (1 Cor. 9:21). 

le. Its precepts: 

If. Positive commandments: ( I Thess. 5:16-18). 

i 16 kRejoice evem10re. 
17 1Pray without ceasing. 

2f. 

1 8 "In every thing give thanks: 
for this is 0 the will of God in 
Christ Jesus concerning you. 

Negative commands: (Rom. 12: 2). 

2 And ube not conformed "to 
this world : but be ye trans
formed by vthe renewing of 
your mind, that ye may • prove 
what is that good, and accept· 
Rble, and perfect, b will of God. 

~ 

~ 
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3f. Principles: 

lg. 
2g. 

Is it a weight? 
Is it a habit? 

Heb. 12:1 "lay aside every weight" 
I Car. 6:12 "not be brought under 

the power of any" 
3g. Is it a stumbling stone? I Car. 8, esp. v. 13 
4g. Is it winsome? Col. 4 :S "walk in wisdom toward 

them that are without" 
Give no offense to unsaved I Car. 10:32 

4f. Rules: 

In some areas there are neither principles nor precepts 
given. In this area it is necessary to have special 
rulings. God has made provision for this by giving 
leaders to His church who rule in these matters 
(Eph. 4:11-12, I Tim. 3:5). These leaders are given 
authority to :rule in spiritual matters (Heb. 13:7,17). 
If there are rulers, it is obvious that there are those 
rulod who must obey these rules. (Heb. 13:17). 
Examples of this type of leadership would be the local 
church, a Christian camp, rules at school, such as dress, 
dating, conduct. 

2e. Its power: 

lf. The Spirit indwells permanently: John 14:17 
2f. The Spirit indwells every believer: Rom. 8:9 

1 Cor. 6:19--does not depend on spiritual maturity. 
His presence is proof of salvation. 

3e. Its purpose: Sanctification. 

lf. A holy person resembles his heavenly Father: I Pet. 1:16 
2f. We know what God is like through Christ: John 1:18 

The person of Christ is our ~~3mple for godly life; 
the law of Christ is our exhortation to godly life. 

3f. We are to bring glory to God: I Cor. 10:31. 

4b. The human responsibility: 

le. It is directed to the Church alone. 

2c. It is revealed especially in Acts, the Epistles, and Rev. 1-3. 

3c. It includes the following: 

ld. Salvation by faith. More clearly than ever salvation is revealed 
to be by faith alone: Rom. 1:16; 3:22, 26; 4:16, 5:15-19 

2d. Santification through following the example of Christ and 
obedience to the law of Christ: Rom. 12:1-2 

3d. Evangelization of the world: Matt. 28:19; Acts 1:8 

Sb. Human failure: 

le. Grace has not produced a world-wide acceptance of Christ. 

2c. Grace has not produced a triumphant Church. 
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3c. Grace ends with almost universal apostasy: 

1 Tim. 4:1-3 
2 Tim. 3:1-13 
2 Pet. 2-3 
Jude 
Rev. 

6b. Divine judgment: 

The tribulation: for the professing but unbelieving church 
for a Christ-rejecting world 
for unbelieving Israel 

The Church will not be present as Noah was not in his dispensational 
judgment. Each dispensation thus far has ended with a climatic 
judgment .. The tribulation is that judgment for the Church age: 
Rev. 4-19; II Thess. 2:3-12. While the Church will be in heaven at 
the judgment seat and the marriage of the Lamb, unprecedented 
tribulation will come to this earth. 

7b. Divine grace: 

le. Grace crune as a result of the appearance of Christ: John 1:17. 

2c. Grace is seen in our salvation and standing before God: Rom. 3:24; 
5:1-2; 15-21; Gal. 1:1-2:21; Eph. 2:4-10 . 

3c. Grace is evidenced as our rule of life: Gal. 3:1-5:26; Eph. 1 :1-7 
(In contrast, Uzzah was killed for touching the ark, 2 Sam. 6:6) 
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4c. Grace is shown by removing the Church from the experience of judgment: 
Rev. 3: 10 

Sc. The preservation of the race: 

8b. The end of the dispensation: 

le. The rapture of the Church: 

2c. The judgment upon the professing church, Rev. 
The false church is destroyed by the world system. 

SUMMARY: 

1. The law dealt with Israel; grace deals with Jews and Gentiles equally. 

2. Under grace the motivating principle is different. The Law said "do 
this" (Deut. 28-29); grace says, "I did this for you." 

3. Conscience and human government continue: Rom. 2:15; 13:1 ff . 

4. Grace is a by-product of the dispensation of promise. 

5. Only law is cancelled completely. 

6. Grace is preeminently manifested in the fulness of salvation and rule of life. 
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7A. TIIE DISPENSATION OF TIIE KINGDOM, OR MILLENNIUM 

The name is derived from the Latin mille (thousand) and anni (years). In 
Rev. 20: 1-5, the expression 1000 yrs, is used six times~e Greek tenn 
for 1000 is chilia, therefore a belief in the millennium has been called 
chiliasm. 

lb. The beginning: the Second Coming (Matt. 24; Rev. 19) 

2b. The Scripture: 

All passages on the future kingdom in the O.T. and N.T. Major Scriptures 
include: Ps. 72; Isa. 2:1-5; 9:6-7; 11; Jer. 33:14-17; Dan. 2:44-45; 
7:9-14; 8:27-28; Hos. 3:4-5; Zech. 14:9; Lk 1:31-33; Rev. 19-20. 

3b. The state of man: 

le. Universal salvation: 

2c. 

3c. 

Id. All those who enter the kingdom will be saved people: 

le. The Jews: 1/3 of the nation shall be saved, Zech. 13:8ff 
2e. The Gentiles: The goat Gentiles will be removed, the 

sheep Gentiles will remain on earth to enter the kingdom, 
Matt. 25:31-46. 

2d. The Spirit of the Lord will be poured upon all flesh; 
Joel 2:28-32; Isa. 66:19-23. 

3d. 

Unquestioning obedience to th~ King: 

3 Say unto God, How dterrible 
art thou in thy works! through 
the greatness of thy power shall 
thine enemies I submit them· 
selves unto thee. 

P s. 66: 3 

Unprecedented justice and righteousness: 

Id. 

2d. Immediate: Mt. 13:41 the angels are sent out to gather the 
evil-doers 

91 

Isa:65:24 "it shall come to pass before they call and. 
while they are yet speaking, I will hear" 

4c. Unusual longevity: Is. 65:20 "the child shall die 100 yrs. old" 

4b. The human responsibility: To obey the King. 

le. An absolute rulership, with rod of Iron: Isa 11:3-5; Rev. 19:15; Ps. 2:9 
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2c. A theocratic rulership: rule of God. 

3c. A worshipful rulership: sacrificial system and priesthood; 
Is. 66:21-23; Ez. 40-48. 

4c. An unopposed rulership: Satan will be bound: Rev. 20:3,7. 

Sb. Human failure: 

le. Outward sin: Isa. 65:20; Zech. 14:14-16; Matt. 13:41 

2c. A climactic rebellion at the close of the kingdom. Man 
follows Satan when he is released: Rev. 20:7-9. 

6b. Divine judgment: 

le. The rebels are destroyed by fire: Rev. 20:9 

2c. The earth and the heavens ate also destroyed by fire: Rev. 20:11; 
21:1; II Pet. 3:6,12 

7b. Divine grace: 

le. The fulfillment of the covenant. 

Premillenarians are the only ones who allow time for the fulfillment 
of the covenants . 

ld. The Palestinian covenant: Deut. 28-30 

The enjoyment of the land has yet to be fulfilled. 

2d. The Davidic covenant: 2 Sam. 7:4-17 

le. To David was promised the following: 

If. A house and family forever: vv. 11, 16 
2f. A throne forever, v. 13 
3f. A kingdom forever, v. 16 

2e. -It produces significant changes: 

If. Judah and Ephraim will be reunited and be made the 
head of the nations: Ez. 37; Rom. 11:26; Deut. 38:13. 

2£. Commemorative sacrifices and feasts will be observed: 
Ez. 44-46. 

3f. Universal peace will reign: Zech 14; Mic. 4:3; Is. 2:4; 
Hos. 2:18; Ps. 46:9 

4£. Idolatry will be uprooted: Is. 2:18; Zech. 14:9, 
Mal. 1: 11 

Sf. The twelve tribes will inherit the land from cgypt 
to the Euphrates (Gen. 15:18), divided into parallel 
sections (Ez~ 48). 

6f. Christ will reign: Jer. 23:5; Rev. 11:15; .19:6 
7f. The center of government in the Millennium will be 

the earthly Jerusalem, nine square miles, 36 miles in 
circumference: Ez. 45:6 

92 



• 

• 

Bf. Israel will be regathered: Is. 11:11-12; Jer . 
30:1-11; Ez. 39: 25-29 

3d. The New Covenant: Jer. 31:31 ff. 

le. Abundance of salvation: Is. 12 
2e. Abundance of revelation: Jer. 31:33 ff. 
3e. Forgiveness of sin: Jer. 31:34 

2c. Fruitition of nature: 

Id. The curse is lifted: Is. 35:1, 6, 7; cf. 41:17-20 

le. From nature: Is. 55:12-13; Rom. 8:22 ff. 
2e. From animals:. Is. 65:25 (except for the serpent) 

2d. Physical changes: 

le. Jerusalem exalted: Jer. 14:10 
2e. A cleavage of the Mt. of Olives: Zech. 14:4 
3e. A River of living water: Zech. 14:8; Ez. 47:1 .ff; 

Joel 3:18; Ps. 65:9-10; Ps. 46:4 

This is where the song "Joy to the World" fits in: 

"Joy to the world, the Lord is come; 
Let earth receive her King. 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns, 
Let men their songs employ. 

No more let sins and sorrows grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground. 
He comes to make his blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found. 

He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove ... " 

8b. The end of the dispensation: 

SUMMARY: 

le. The destruction of the earth and the heavens by fire: Rev. 20:11; 
21:1 

2c. The beginning of the eternal state: 

1. The dispensation of the Kingdom is different from preceding dispensations 
in that it is the final form of moral testing. 

2. The advantages of this dispensation: 

a) Perfect government . 
b) Presence of Christ. 
c) Universal knowledge of of God and terms of salvation. 
d) Satan bound. 
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3. The dispensation of the Kingdom is climactic in manyrespects, revealing 
grace, law, kingdom and government. 

4. The Kingdom dispensation brings to consummation every possible test of man. 
In each dispensation man failed most miserably, yet God manifested His 
grace abundantly . 
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• 

The Jews in the former dispensation lived under the law of 
Moses, comprised of 613 commandments. This law was adhered 
to by Christ in His life '(Gal. 4:4; Mt. 5:17), but abrogated in His 
death (Col. 2:14). 

The Christian in this dispensation lives .under a new code, 
called the law of Christ (Gal. 6:2). The law of Christ contains 4 
elements: 

1. Positive commandments: 'ihou shalt-'-'_ 
2. Negative commandments: "thou shalt not-'-' 
3 D · · · 1 • " -1 th t · .,., ''- lr 7- • • ,_.:, .,., · . rnncJ.p.1.es- e.g. reueem e- :J.me., -- wa K 1n w1suom ... 
4. Rules: laid down by spiritually-minded rulers 

V.7 Remember them 
which have the rule over 

- you, who have spoken 
unto you the word of 
God: who'se faith follow, 
considering the el).d of 
[their] conversation. 

- V.17 Obey th~m that have 
the rule overyou, and 

• submityourselves: for 
_ they watch for your:souls,- -
. clS they that must give ac~ . 

_ · < .count,;tfiat·t11~y m~y c:1,6:'it 
_ .- withjoy, and notwith 
_ grief: for that [is] unprofit- _ 

able for you . 

Hebrews 13 

The bel~ever' s obligation: 

1. Remember: backward look 

2. Follow: forward step 

3. Obey: outward act 

. , . . . 

4~ :s.{ibinit: ;iniliara citdfude ... •·· 

.M. Robe,; ih.D. 
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